The effect of glucocorticoids on plasma fibronectin levels in normal and arthritic rats.
In vivo studies with normal and adjuvant-induced arthritic rats were undertaken in order to measure the effects of glucocorticoids on paw inflammation and plasma fibronectin (Fn) levels. Dexamethasone, methylprednisolone, and corticosterone all enhanced plasma Fn levels in normal animals. All drugs also significantly decreased inflammation in arthritic rats as measured by paw swelling. Of the three glucocorticoids, only corticosterone did not significantly enhance Fn levels in arthritic rats, possibly due to its lesser potency and narrow therapeutic window.